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SKETCH OF THE RISE OF THE BAP-
TIST CHURCHES IN DENMARK.

The narrative presented in this article was

drawn up by Mr. Kobner, one of the early

members of the church at Hamburg, and a

faithful co-laborer with Mr. Oncketi in spread-

ing the gospel both in Denmark and Germany.

It is simple and unpretending in style, bat

wo doubt not the strictest regard has been had

to truth and accuracy in the statements made.

The brevity which we are obliged to observe

in transferring to our columns, has compelled us

Id omit many details which would be interest-

ing to our readers; though enough is given to

siiow most clearly the presence and power of

God, in the gracious work which has been com-

menced ill that region, and which is steadily

progressing amid the most violent and deter-

mined opposition.

We trust that the brief history here given, of

the trials and persecutions of our brethren con-

uected with these infant churches, will serve to

awaken a deeper interest in the hearts of Chris-

tians in this country, and that it will call forth

more fervent prayers and more efficient aid in

sustaining the cause which makes so strong a

demand on our sympathies and support. The

narrative commences with

Religious awakening—Errors ofthe "JVetr
SecV*— Visit to Copenhagen.

About twenty years ago, when Ra-
tionalism, the theology of human wis-

dom, was in its zenith in Germany, all

epirittjal life became extinct also in

Denmark. The country lay evidently

in the shadow of death ; but the Lord,

about this time, again took compassion
on his people, and roused them from

their slumber, by his Spirit. This work
he commenced in his usual way, by

kindling the sacred fire in a remote

corner of the land, through the instru-

mentality of an old journ-eyman shoe-

vox. XXI. 32

maker ; but it was soon communicated
to hundreds in all parts of the king-
dom. The awakenings were for the
most part amongst country people and
the inhabitants of villages, who were
exceedingly zealous in proclaiming
and spreading abroad the truth. They
held frequent meetings among them-
selves for mutual edification, and to

awaken others ; but they did not sepa-

rate from the Lutlieran state church,

nor had they the most remote idea of
the nature of an apostolic church. In

doctrine they were strictly Lutheran.

The essence of Christianity, justifica-

tion by Christ, and not by works, they

clearly recognised and admitted; but

they were wholly in the dark in refer-

ence to the sovereignty of God in the

free choice of the objects of his re-

deeming grace. Like others of the es-

tablished church, they were Arminian
in sentiment. When this awakening
took place, the subjects of it were call-

ed " the new sect." They were not only

persecuted by the public in the usual

manner, but the government forbade

their meetings, and sought by pros-

ecutions, imprisonment and fines, to

suppress them, and to prevent the fur-

ther spread of the awakening. But in

this instance, as in multitudes of others,

it was shown that the hand of God is

stronger than the united power of men.

The government at length perceiving

that they accomplished nothing, relax-

ed somewhat of their rigor, though,

whenever the spirit of evangelical pie-

ty began to show itself in other parts

of the coimtry, the persecutions were

invariably renewed. At last they ceased

every where, and the country people

held their meetings, at which particu-

lar peasants delivered their simple ad-

dresses, without interruption.

Since the year 1825, however, a ma-
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terial change has taken place in the

doctrines of* these Lutheran christians.

Hitherto their opinions of the vahie

and authority of the word of God, had
been sound ; but now a clergyman in

Copenhagen who had long been the

champion of evangelical Christianity

against Rationalism, and as such, was
held by them in high estimation,

brought forward the doctrine, that the

so called apostolic creed was older

than the new testament, and more
important than the scriptures; that it

was exclusively the v.'ord of God, the

foundation on which the christian

church was built; the rule of faith, on
which all must rest their hopes for

eternity ; and ought, as the Daahs Pagt,

or baptismal covenant in baptism, to

constitute the sole ground of admis-

sion into the christian church. In or-

der to advance this new baptismal

covenant, the sacred scriptures were
in every way depreciated in their pub-
lications, by Grundtwig, the author of

the doctrine, and by his followers. It

was maintained that they were only

intended for the extension of religious

knowledge, and more for the clergy

than the people, who were unable to

read them in the languages in which
they were given. Doubts of the entire

genuineness of the new testament were
admitted, and the impossibility of any
one's l)eing spiritually awakened by
reading the bible, or any other books
or tracts, was strongly asserted. It was
only by the word audibly proclaimed,
an(i especially by listening to the be-

fore mentioned creed, or to })arts of it,

from the lips of ordained priests, that

faith could be attained; and that all

books, without exception, were a dead
letter. Such were the opinions pro-

mulgated, and by degrees the greater
part of the " new sect" became infect-

ed with them.
In the summer of 1839, at the sug-

gestion of br. Oncken, I undertook a
journey into Denmark, in order to es-

tablish a connection with these awa-
kened Danes, and to attempt the intro-

duction amongst them of sound scrip-

tural views in relation to baptism and
the constitution of a christian church.
On this journey I succeeded in forming
a friendly acquaintance with many be-
lievers, and held numerous well at-

tended meetings ; but the doctrine of
adult baptism, as opposed to the sprink-
ling of children, found little acceptance
with them. They clung to the latter

with much greater firmness than is

generally the case in Germany. It

happened one evening that a discus-

sion arose on this subject between
myself and a countryman of the name
of Rasmus Ottesen, a man endowed
with considerable natural abilities, and
held in great esteem among his fellow
believers. He attacked me with vio-

lence, directed against me all the force

of his wit, and in his heat advised me
to go to Monster in Coj)enhagen, w here
I sliould find people of my own stamp
and similar sentiments. This hostile

intimation proved to be the means ap-
pointed by God tor the formation of
the present Baptist church in Deimiark.
Hurt by the bitterness of my opponent,
I became silent, and thus terminated
the conversation. The thouf:l;t then
occurred to me that the intimation he
had given might be of service, and I

determined immediately to act upon
it. I therefore altered my route, and
proceeded to Copenhagen, which 1 had
not intended to visit. Here 1 Ibund a
small spot that (^od himself had pre-

pared, into wliich, with trembling
hands, I endeavored to cast the seed
of divine truth. A small band of be-
lieving friends had already gathered
around a man by the name of JMbnster,

and with him liad examined the doc-
trines of Grundtwig by the light of
truth, and had rejected them. They had
searched the scri{)tures diligentl}', and
had arrived at the conclusion, that the

baptism of children was an en oneoua
practice, and ought to be given vp

;

and that it would be better again to

substitute immersion for sprinkling.

They iiowever were of opinion, that

those who had been sprinkled in infan-

cy should be considered as baptized.

Of the existence of other christians be-

sides themselves, who rejected infant

baptism, they were ignorant, never
having heard of Baptists and their

opinions. I imparted to them the
knowledge that (Jod had bestowed on
me, and then left them to the care of
Him who careth for his own people.

On my return home, I kept up a
correspondence with these friends, for

whom I had conceived a strong at-

tachment, and had thus an opportunity

of observing the struggle it cost them
to be the first in Denmark openly to

separate themselves from the errors of
the established church. At length,

however, some of their number broke
through every obstacle, and desired to

be baptized. When a man I as deter-

mined on obedience to God, joy takes

possession of his heart ; one of them
whose name is Riiding, has given vent
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to his feelings in a letter written about
this time (24th Sept., 1839.) It is as
follows:

"Oh, how niy heart now leaps with
joy and gratitude to the infinitely uier-

citul Savior ! With every day my long-
'

ing increases for the arrival of the be-
'

loved men of God, who, in obedience
j

to his command, are coming to execute
\

his will, wliich he has made known to
^

us in his word. Welcome, a thousand
}

times welcome to the shores of Den-
{

mark with the messages of peace and
the words of truth upon your lips, and
with the power of God's Spirit in vour
hearts !"

Second visit to Copenhagen—Baptism—
Persecution.

Br. Oncken and njyself now set out

for Copeidiagen, where we baptized

eleven believing disciples of Jesus,

with whom we spent several most de-

lightful days.* A letter, from which
the following are extracts, was received
some time after our return home. It

is from br. Monster, whom the little

church had chosen for their overseer,

and is dated Copenhagen, 9th Dec,
1839.

"The mercy of the Lord is new
every morning. I cannot thank him
as I ought for the great grace and love

he shows us. Our meetings are nu-
merously attended, particularly by
strangers; for most of our tormer
brethren will not venture themselves
under the same roof with us. Perse-
cution continues on every hand, both

with the pen and with the tongue ; and
on the side of the police, it appears to

be assuming a rather serious character.

Ou the 30th Nov. 1 was smnmoned be-

fore the authorities, and the examina-
tion to which 1 was subjected lasted

from 6 to 9 o'clock in the evening. I

bad to give an historical account of the

causes that had led to my separation
from the state church, and the manner
in which it had been effected, together
with a statement of our doctrines.

In the course of this examination, the

good will of the magistrate was gained,

60 that he evidently endeavored to place

the atliiir in the most favorable light.

From the manner of his procedure in

this examination, and his personal

kindness to us, 1 am led to suppose
that he himself may liavc been a sub-

ject of the renewing grace of God.

*For an iiitereslin? account of this visit and

its result, see a letter of Mr. Oncken in the Way
uumber of the Majaziue, 18 U), p. 105.

On the following Tuesday my wife

had to appear before the same tribunal,

where she was greatly supported. By
her declarations the judge was affected

even to tears, and fully perceived that

what had thus become a settled con-

viction of the mind, no human power
could shake. In the course of the

week all the others were examined,
and at the conclusion they were found
j)erfect]y to agree. The judge inquir-

ed of each one if he had been baptized

of his own accord, after full conviction

and without the persuasion of any one.

These exatrii nations have been trans-

mitted to the office of the secretary of

state ; but we kiiow that the heart of

the king is in the hands of the Lord,

and to Him we have commended the

good cause. Thus much, however, is

certain, that the party of the orthodox

established clergy exercises a decided

influence over the new court, and \yill

not neglect any opportunity of doing

us harm. Of this we have the most

indubitable proofs, so that to all hu-

I

man appearance, our prospects are not

I
the best."

i
Soon afterwards, (24th of Dec.) we

I

received from br. Monster another let-

I

ter, from which we give the following

Examination before the police.

" Honor belongs to God only ! in Him
only is our trust. How unsearchable

are his judgments, and his ways past

findins out ! It is painful to the old

man to find ourselves in every way

persecuted and reviled, not only by the

unbelieving world, but by our fellow

Christians. Yet the new man within

us, rejoices in the Lord ; for if we suf-

fer with him, we shall also be glorified

with him. He even bids us rejoice

when men sav all manner of evil

against us falsely, for his name's sake,

for then great is our reward in heaven.

The magistrates, indeed, treat us with

more humanity, but appear at the same

time, disposed to view the aftair in a

serious light. To-day the whole church

has been summoned, and will probably

be required to give an explicit answer,

whether thev will return to the state

church or n6t; and this, accompanied

with the decided intimation, that, in

the latter case, they cannot be pennit-

ted to remain in the country. ^
•

"We all appeared before the tribu-

nal, and the inquisitor, as he had been

commanded, employed all his elo-

quence with each one separately, m
order to convince us of the danger of

resisting the magistrate, and the con-
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sequences that might result to our-

selves from it. But the Lord was
strong in the feeble, and no one could

be induced to enter into any condi-

tions, but they were unanimous in de-

manding to be acknowledged as an

existing church. The inquisitor now
assured us that he had entered upon
the duty imposed on him with great

reluctance, expecting to have to do
with a company of deluded enthusiasts

and fanatics. He thanked us in the

kindest terms, that we had acted with

so much circumspection, in regard to

truth and christian temper, by which
we had acquired in a high degree his

esteem and confidence, and had ren-

dered this examination the most agree-

able of any he had conducted, during
the many years of his official career.

He added, that what he had represent-

ed to, and enforced upon us, was only

in the fulfilment of his official duties.

The affair will now be transferred, for

decision, to the Department of State
;

the result however, is in the hands of
God.
"Our assemblies continue to be

more and more numerously attended,

particularly by strangers, and, God be
praised ! all has hitherto gone oflf well

;

but He alone knows how long we shall

be tolerated. I have daily occasion to

rejoice over our little church ; the most
fervent love, founded on truth and jus-

tice, prevails aniongst us. May the
Lord regard us in mercy, and continue
his favor I

"

After a silence of fifteen weeks, br.

Monster wrote us as follows, under
date of 11th April, 1840.

Sentence of prohibition—Its effect—In-

crease of the church.

"Matters have at length assumed a
very threatening aspect with us. We
were yesterday summoned before the
police director to receive the ultima-
tum of the government, which he read
to us, and which is to the following
eflfect : We are commanded to give up
our meetings, of whatever kind they
may be,—and care will be taken to
prevent their being publicly held. We
are to abstain from the administration
of the Lord's supper, and from what-
ever has reference to re-baptism (as it

is called). The police is enjoined to
keep a watchful eye upon us, and to
punish according to law, every viola-
tion of these injunctions. But none of
us were induced into any engage-
ments

; on the contrarv, I for my part
declared at once, that I had no inten-

tion of conforming to these injunctions

in any one point ; that while I would
endeavor to render unto CaDsar the

things which are Caesar's, I would not
forget to render unto God the things

that are God's. The police director

now intimated that they should find

means of keeping from the country the

people who were propagators of our
sentiments in regard to baptism. To
which 1 replied, that the attempt to

root out and banish from the country
what was so evidently the work of
God, would, with His blessing upon
us, afford him enough to do for the re-

mainder of his life."

Such are the barriers that have been
raised to interrupt in its commence-
ment, the work of God in Denmark;
yet the infant church has not oidy con-
tinued to this day, but has become
trebled! The meetings have been
continued almost without interruption,

and are still, (Nov. 1840), very numer-
ously attended.

So early as the end of July, there

were again many in Copenhagen who
longed for the sacred ordinance of
baptism, and brother Oncken and my-
self were once more called thither.

On this occasion ten were baptized;
and the church having chosen br. Mon-
ster as their teacher, he was ordained
by br. Oncken. Aniongst the persons
baptized, was a teacher, who has re-

signed an jippointment in a seminary,
that he might be at liberty to act upon
his convictions of truth and duty. He
now s!ipj)orts himself and a numerous
family in other laborious ways; but his

letters are full of the praises of His
goodness, who has imparted to himself
and now also to his wife, his brother,

half sister, and best friend, the treas-

ures of divine truth. A student of the-

ology. Monster's brother, has also re-

nounced all prospect of bread and pre-

ferment in the church, and has been
enabled by great grace to yield to his

convictions of duty. He was baptized

here in Hamburg, a short time before

we set out.

In conclusion, the present teacher

of the Copenhagen churcli informs us,

with childlike joyfulness of heart, that

he has since baptized twelve new con-

verts; that the church now consists of
32 members, and is in the enjoyment
of brotherly love, and the peace of

God.

The church in Langeland.

On my journey into Denmark, in the

summer of 1839,' 1 visited Langeland,
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where I held many meetings; and
formed many pleasant acquaintances
with the believers in that island. Soon
after my return home, I learned that

some of them, under the influence of
the Holy Spirit, had been brought to

reflection, and had resolved to obey
the Lord. Others began to search the

scriptures, and appeared not to be
averse to the truth. But scarcely had
they commenced a correspondence
TN'iih us, and began openly to avow and
defiend their opinions, when a storm of
opposition arose, such that nothing but

the special grace of God could have
sustained them under it. This was
the more fearful and trying, as it came
not from the world, or from the magis-
trates, but from their fellow christians.

The formation of the church in Co-
penhagen had already produced ex-

citement enough j but they now saw
these sentiments suddenly springing
up and spreading in another part of
the country. Not only did the breth-

ren in Langeland who did not partici-

f>ate in their convictions in regard to

)aptism, become bitter and active op-

ponents of the doctrine ; but the speak-
ers of other communities in the neigh-
borhood went over repeatedly, and left

no effort untried, to prevail on those
who had resolved to be baptized, to

change their determination. Argu-
ments, entreaties and even the most
alarming threats, were employed to

shake their resolution. They called us

Anabaptists, designating our baptism as

a sin, and blaspheiny against the Holy
Ghost, and representing me as an art-

ful deceiver, a horrible wolf, that had
assumed the disguise of ihe gospel.

The following is an extract of a let-

ter, dated ]6th Dec, ia39,from br. Ras-
mus Forgensen, who was the first in

Langeland to be convinced on the sub-

ject of baptism.

"R. N., a Congregational speaker,

from the island of Funen, has also been
here, and has had a great deal of con-
versation with me. He adduced innu-

merable arguments against baptism,

and most zealously exerted himself to

bring me over to a different opinion.

For a moment I doubled, but the dear
Savior, (thanks to his name I) took me
by the hand and sustained me, so that

1 clung to his word. I told him in di-

rect terms, that I did not believe what
he said; but that I would abide by

God's own holy word."
Unshaken by these efforts, our weak

brother, in whom the Lord was mighty,

stood fast, while others were again in-

volved in doubt, uncertainty and irres-
olution. As soon as I was apprised of
the state of affairs, and had ascertained
the passages of scripture that the op-
ponents had converted to their use,
and the chief arguments they had em-
ployed, I wrote to the Langelanders, in
the form of a letter, a reply to all the
objections advanced against the truth
in reference to baptism. This was
blessed by Him, who in his great mer-
cy, employs as his instruments the fee-
ble efforts of his children ; and thus it

happened that in September this year,
many were ready for baptism.

Extracts from correspondence.

The following extracts from their
letters will convey the best idea of the
views and feelings of these, in other
respects uninfornjed and simple, coun-
trv people. Br. N., under date of July
19, 1840, writes:

"Your communications have been the
source of great edification and delight
to me in directing my attention, by the
light of the Holy Spirit, to tlie truth

contained in the word of God. Praise
and thanksgiving to the Lord, who
guides all things so wisely, and who
has accom})lished so much for us.

He leads us indeed, sometimes, where
we have no wish to go, but he always
gives all the grace v,e require, and of-

ten more than we ask or understand.

Dear hrother, I know not what else to

write to you, but that Jesus Christ, the

only begotten Sou of God, came into

the world to save sinners. You may
indeed reply, ' YOu have no need to

tell me that;' but when the heart is

full, it will overflow; and, dear bro-

ther, it is in all simplicity I write to

you the best of what I know, that Je-

sus Christ has laid a foundation that

will stand sure, and we dare not build

on any other; for ' there is no other

name given under heaven among men,
whereby we must be saved.' And if

we love him, our love will compel us

to obey his commandments, for which

he will himself give us ability and

strength, that we may not be turned

aside from them, to follow fables, the

doctrines and commandments of men.

I earnestly desire to see and to con-

verse with you, for I inwardly long for

bajjtism and the Lord's supper."

From br. A. M., dated August 22d :

" Dear K.—Do not forget to write to

us. There are some amongst us, who,

by the assistance of God's Spirit, have

arrived at conviction, both as to what
baptism is, and who should partake of
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the ordinance. There are others long-

ing to know what is the will of God.

Since your departure my thoughts have

been, for the most part, in heaven, and
sometimes with you : particularly since

God has convinced me that immersion

in haptism, and rising again, must both

take place ; and that those who are

ba])tized in the name of the tri-une God,
should confess in whom they believe,

before they are baptized. My longing

for your arrival with br. Oncken in-

creases with every day. We are, as it

were, shut out from the j)ublic meet-
ings, and are looked upon as stran-

gers, and even as heretics. The Lord
help and comfort us, and you also."

Second visit to Langeland—Baptism—
Movements of the police.

On the 10th September, 1840, br.

Oncken and myself set aut for Lange-
land, where he baptized eight persons.*

The Lord not only granted us a de-

lightful season in Langeland, but con-
ducted us through greater dangers than
those we had escaped on our last jour-

ney to Copenhagen. Amongst those
baj)tized, there was a man born blind,

to whom the Lord has not only im-
parted a clear ijisight into spiritual

things, but whom he has also endowed
with so rare a knowledge of the scrip-

tm-es, that scarcely a ])assage in the new
testament can be repeatetl, but he can
name the chapter, and frequently the
verse, in which it is found. Poor and
helpless as the widow in the Tern j)le, he
has, like her, brought an offering with
him. I have in jny possession two sa-
cred poems com|)osed by him, which
evince great natiu-al talent and sancti-
fied feeling. R. Forgensen, mentioned
before as the first to avow his senti-
ments, and who, from the beginning,
has displayed so much constancy, was
chosen superintendent of the' little

church.
The few lines which follow are from

a letter of his, received soon after our
return, and dated Sept. 28.

" We have been ajixiousl}' expecting
to hear from you, that we might know
if you reached home in safety. There
are many reports in circulation, accord-
ing to some of which you have been
detained and imprisoned. We have,
however, found comtbrt in the thought,
that tlie Lord is able to conduct his
servants, unhurt, through the rasring
billows and through fire. You "had
scarcely reached the steamboat from

* See in Mr. Oiicken's leUer. page 9 of the
January number, a brief account of ihis visit. '

Taars and put out to sea, when a party,
sent out to seize and to deliver you up
to the police, arrived at Taars, many of
whom were sorry enough that you had
escaped them. The minds of many
around us seem to be in suspense.
They wait to see how things will turn
with us; what will be our conduct,
now that we are united into a church.
We therefoie clearly perceive, if the
kingdom of the Lord is to be extended,
and his honor promoted, we must walk
circumspectly, taking the word of God
as our guide, and giving heed to every
exhortation it addresses to us ; that we
may walk as the children of light, and
that he may be glorified in us."

As br. Monster was, sometime after

this, on his return from Aalburg, he
visited Langeland, where he bajjtized

two })ersons more : so that the church
now consists of ten members, v,ho
have already undergone an examina-
tion by the police. The district mag-
istrate, however, appears to be a hu-
mane man, and it is to be hoped that

he will treat them with as much lenity

as possible. So fiir as I at present
know, their meetings have not been
iuterruj)ted.

Attempts to apprehend P. Monster—En-
couraging prospects at Fimen.

The following are extracts of ano-
ther letter from the same hand, dated
Nov. ]Oth.

"Immediately after our dear brethren

from Coj)erd)agen, (P. Monster and his

brother, the student, A. iMonster ) 1 ad
taken their departure, our district mag-
istrate, Hohn, received an order to ar-

rest br. Monster wherever he might be
found. In the province of Zeeland
also, through which he travelled, and
where he visited a schoolmaster, So-
rensen, who is a convert to the truth,

the ofiicers were sent to arrest hiiri, (so

says report) but they did not arrive till

after his departure. I am informed
also, that in the neighborhood where
Sorensen lives, (exactly where the

Grundtwigian clergy, our bitterest op-

ponents, are most numerously settled),

there are individuals who have em-
braced the truth on the subject of bap-
tism. One of these is a weaver, named
H. Peulecke. He has visited the be-

lieving clergy and conversed with them
upon the subject. They were unable
to resist the truth, but sought to per-

vert it. One clergyman, Boiseu, has

been in the neighborhood, and has ad-

vised the people not to talk with this

weaver, or any other persons on the
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subject of baptism, telling them it was
dangerous to do so. Rasmus Otlesen,
with whom you once disputed in Fu-
nen, and who was at that time so bit-

ter, has been broujflit to a stand, and
to yield, if not a full, at least ;i partial

assent to the truth. My brother says

the clergy are afraid of him, not being
able to contend with him. He now
often declares, that in as far as the

Baptists are right, they shall maintain
tht^ir rights. 1 have still a particularly

pleasant piece of news to tell you. Br.

Swendsen of Swendburg in Funen,
came to see me some time ago, and is

quite a convert to our views ol baptism.

We had a *:reat deal of conversation

together, for the Lord cj)ened to us the

scriptines, and allowed us to draw
water out of this inexhaustible spring.

Swendsen exclaimed, 'Now 1 can de-

part out of Babel, and I will depart.'

From this n)oment his resolution was
taken to separate from the state church,
to adhere to God's own word, and to

'call upon the Lord for strength and
ability joyfully to run the appointed
race. R. Rasmusen from Funen de-

sires to be received into the church of
the Lord, and the sooner the better. 1

entertain a strong hope, that the Lord
will also plant for himself a church in

Funen, though for the moment it ap-

pears as if the way were entirely clos-

ed against us.

"A proclamation has been sent to the

district magistrate, and by him address-

ed to his deputies and the people at

large, particularly to the inhabitants

near the coast, and the owners of
boars, offering a reward of 20 dollars

for the aj)preliension of Onckeu, your-
self or INldnster, or for discovering your
place of residence, that you may be
seized; and denouncing severe pun-
ishment against any one who shall af-

ford either of you an asylum, or keep
secret the place of your abode."

[To be couliiuied.]

Sunn.

JOURNAL OF MR. DEAN, AT BANGKOK.

Conversation with a Chinese hoy— Cus-

toms of mourning among the Siamese.

Sept. 4, 18-10. I have just been con-

versing with Apu, the former associate

of the boy who died here last Sab-

bath,* relative to the loss of his friend
;

* For an accouut of the sic kness and dealli

of this bo}', see t!ie letter of Mrs. Uean, which

follows this journal.

I

and his own thoughts and feelings on
the subject of death, and the service of

;
God. He seems to feel that God is

1

thus speaking to him directly, and
says he is thankful to him for sparing

I

his life and giving him an opportu-

I

nity to prepare to follow his friend
to the grave. His feelings and judg-

I

nient appear now to be in favor of

j

a decided avowal to be for the Lord
;

and the only consideration, as he

I

says, which deters him from it, is the

I

fear that he may be left to fall away

I

after once professing attachment to

I

Christ, which he thinks woidd be a
greater sin than he has ever commit-

' ted.

1

Rosemina, a little girl in the school,

by her frequent questions on the sub-
ject, is evincing a cojicern of nnnd
which encourages us to renew our
prayers that God may make this the

accepted time for her salvation.

5. This morning as the school-boys

came in to worship, we discovered a
red cord tied arouiid the wrist of each
boy as a badge of mourning for their

fornier school-fellow. On inquiry we
ascertained that in addition to the af-

fectionate remembrance of ^^ l]ich this

was a token, it served to keej) off the

spirit of the departed, concerning

which they entertain soiue fears; and
also to guard against any infection

which might arise from having come
in contact with the dead body, or from

visiting the room in which he died.

These cords were purchased by a

friend of theirs and presented to them,

somewhat in the manner that a person

is said in China to present a piece of

white cloth to each of the relatives of

a deceased person, to be used in wip-

ing away their tears during the season

of moiUMung.
The Chinese wear the badge of

mom-ning three years for a parent,

one year for a grand-parent, three

years*^fbra husband; for a wife they

wear white shoes or a patch of white

on the top of the shoe for one hun-

dred days. After the death of the

emperor no person is allowed to shave

for three months. The mourning ap-

parel is white, and among the Chinese

here, it is customary, after the death of

a man, to have the 'house ornamented

with papers written with blue ink. In

their own country the Chinese keep

the corpse of a friend, if he be a mrn
of wealth or distinction, for many
months or years, waiting to find a for-

tunate burying-place. Men of wealth

here, soon*af\er death, are placed in a
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coffin gorgeously orDamented, and, fol-

lowed by an extensive procession of

boats, are taken to some teat and burn-

ed. It is not customary for Chinese to

follow the remains of a wife or child

to the grave, but great stress is laid

upon tliQ filial duty of children to pa-

rents, which includes the offerings

made to ancestors. A young widosv

is sometimes known to remain many
years in widowhood, and even to go
down to her grave in mourning for her
husband.

Monthly concert—Application for tracts.

6. We have to-day observed the

monthly concert with the Chinese
church, and one of the school-boys

engaged in prayer with us for the con-

version of the world. A number of

the brethren were absent from worship

to-day, but a few persons vvere present

who are not accustomed to meet with

us, and who manifested a good atten-

tion to the word communicated. Keok-
cheng conducted the exercises in the

chapel. At the prayer meeting Chek-
heng requested that his aged father in

China might be particularly remem-
bered in the prayers of the church.

In case the English and Chinese should

resort to arms in the settlement of their

affairs, he is so located as to be exposed
in his life and property.

We have for the last few days suf-

fered extremely from the heat. Though
the thermometer has been down to 78°

in the morning, it has risen to 90^ at 4
o'clock, P. M., in the shade. On the

whole, tiie last month has been the

most trying to the health of foreign

residents here of any month at the

same season of the year, and perhaps
than any month in any season, for the

last five years. We have great reason

for gratitude that the lives of all the

missionaries have thus far been pre-

served. We trust the. coming cool sea-

son will bring us much relief

We enjoyed an interesting season of

worship at the house in the bazaar this

afternoon, though there were but few
persons present. Among the number
was a little boy who, at the close of

the service, said liis father and a num-
ber of his associates residing at the

Bee Long, and employed in pounding
out rice, iiad sent him to request a few
of our books. After a little conversa-

tion with the boy, who manifested

much intelligence and v/as able to read,

he was furnished with a number of

our tracts and requested to invite his

father and friends to call at our house,

or at the place of worship on the next
Sabbath.

Surgical operation—Seizure of a Burman
female—Trials of a Chinese conv trt.

7. I have to-day witnessed the am-
putation of a man's arm by Dr. Brad-
ley. The patient was a sailor from
one of the Bombay ships now here,

who a few days ago had his arm caught
arid bruised and broken by a chain ca-

ble while casting anchor. During the

operation a number of spectators gath-
ered around, and among the rest a
number of Chinese, who said they had
never seen nor heard of such a per-

formance before. They readily saw
the propriety of cutting off the arm to

save the man's life, and as readily ac-

knowledged the propriety of cutting

off their sinful practices, if they would
preserve their souls ; but we fear there

is little hope that they will ever con-
sent to part with their sins for the sake
of securing their everlasting salvation.

10. Last evening, there being a
bright moon, a company of thirty or
forty men, armed with knives and
clubs, passed our house on their way
to the Burman village, where they

took by force a beautiful young fe-

male to become the wife of a noble-

man. Parents sometimes present their

daughters to the king and nobles to

become their wives, and they are some-
times purchased with money, but we
are not aware that it is common for

the nobility to take away young fe-

males by force from their parents,

though they unhesitatingly take their

younger girls and boys to become play-

actors. This latter practice has pre-

sented serious obstacles to our collect-

ing schools, since the parents fear to

have their children out of their sight

lest they should be carried off to the
palace.

13. Sabbath. Have enjoyed much
happiness to-day in conducting reli-

gious worship ; most of the church
members were present and a good
number of others, which rendered our
assembly larger than usual. The prayer
meeting on the whole was more inter-

esting than it has been for a few weeks.
Chek Heen, who has been at Su-pan
for the last three or four months, met
with us to-day. The account he gave
of himself, of his trials and preserva-

tions, caused us to rejoice and praise

God. As near as I can learn from
him, Su-pan is the name given by the

Chinese to a section of country situa-

ted about fifty miles north-west of Run-



1841.] Siam :~Journcd of Mr. Dean. 253

sai-sl, and abounds with fish, dye-
wood and cattle. He has been in the
habit of visiting this and other places
annually for fishing. This year he
made arrangements with a man as
usual, to join him in the expedition,
but he soon proved himself to be a
drunkard. He then agreed with one
of the brethren of the church to ac-
company him, but he met with an ac-
cident which disabled him for business.
Finally he engaged aiiother njan to

accompany him, and with him proceed-
ed three or four days frojn Bangkok, to

the place of destination. Here his
companion began to revile him for his
religion, and concluding he should
catch no fish in com[)any with a man
who had abaiidoned the gods of his
fathers, he resolved to leave him ; but
in doing so l e took a number of ticals

of money belonging to him. Thus rob-
bed and abandoned, Cliek Heen was
left far from home, without money,
without friends, in the midst of thieves
and robbers, to manage and defend a
large boat without assistance. How-
ever, jiraying to God for help, he went
forward, became successful in his busi-
ness and has now returned to us in

safety, after distributing a quantity of
tracts and exhorting n)any to repent-
ance.

Encouragement m the school—War iirith

Cochin China.

15. In passing through the most
business part of the city to-day, I was
struck with its didl appearance. Me-
chanics were lounging about their
workhouses destitute of employment

;

shop-keepers were sitting idle at their

doors; and nothing but gambling
houses, spirit shops, and card manu-
factories, exhibited signs of life and
progress.

20. VVorshif) in the chapel was con-
ducted, to-day, by Keok-cheng, and at

the prayer meeting following, the mem-
bers of the church were questioned on
the subject of the discourse. One
stranger came in after the commence-
ment of worship and remained for a
time after the close. He showed some
interest in his inquiries. During the
exercises of Mrs. Dean with the school-
boys this afternoon, some signs of en-
couragement were discovered. One of
the younger boys has for several days
aflTorded us some hope that he was sin-

cere when he said he wished to be a

Christian and become a member of
the chm-ch.
The experience of the last week,

VOL. XXI S3

while it presents nothing extraordina-
ry, teaches us that from a diligent use
of the various means at our command,
we may hope that good will result. A
number of persons have applied for
medicine

; among them were two cases
of leprosy. This complaint, as it pre-
vails in this country, may be greatly
relieved by medical treatment, though
it cannot easily he permanently cured,
so as to prevent a return of the disease
after a lapse of time. We have during
the week sent five hundred copies of
Chinese tracts by brethren Slafter and
Buell, who left us two days ago for the
interior. We daily give"^ away a few
books at the house.

23. The king has to-day received a
communication from one of his chief
ofiicers, sent to guard the frontier
against the encroachments of the Co-
chin Chinese, stating that his forces
are inadequate to defend the country.
The report is now current here that
the Cochin Chinese are coming on to

Bangkok both by land and water. The
prah klang is about to proceed to

Chantibun with a reinforcement of
men.

Requests for hapiism—Hopeful conver-

sion of a teacher.

27. Sabbath. This morning I dis-

coursed to the people for an hour and
a quarter from the passage, "The love

of money is the root of all evil." The
subject seemed peculiarly appropriate

to my auditors, who listened with con-

siderable attention. The prayer meet-

ing was rendered unusually interesting

by some remarks from Mrs. Dean's

school teacher, who openly avowed his

belief in the Christian religion, and his

determination, widi divine assistance,

to live a Christian life. He came into

my study this evening and requested

baptism; and spoke of his views and

feelings in a very interesting manner.

After a long conversation, he left oq

my mind the impression that God by

his Spirit had been operating on his

heart.

The man alluded to at a former date,

as having asked for baptism, took the

opportunity of coming to renew his re-

quest to be admitted as a member of

the church. One of the school-boys

also made a few remarks and answer-

ed some questions at the prayer meet-

ing to-day, but his case does not appear

as"satisfa'ctory as the other two.

At the service in the bazaar conduct-

ed by Keok-cheng, there were a num-

ber of strangers pregeut, who listened
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to a very simple and appropriate exhi-

bition of trntlj.

Oct. 2. To-day Pi-a-pi-pat has heen
released from prison, after a confine-

inent of more than four years. He is

of Chinese descent, and has been a

man of considerable rank under the

Siamese government. He was one of
two officers who were dragged from
the presence of the king by the hair of

the head, and committed to prison on
the ciiarge of having allowed the Chi-

nese junks to export a greater quantity

of rice fron^i the country than the king

had specified. It is said that he
comes out of his confinement looking
as healthy and robust as when he en-

tered, having been well provided for

and attended to by his friends.

At the date above mentioned our
missionary party were all enjoying

comfortable health, and the mis^iion as

prosperous as at any former period.

In a letter dated July 12th, Mr. Dean makes

the following remarks, illustrative of the slate

of public morals among the Siamese.

Intemperance and crime.

We have occasion to lament the

rapid increase of intemperance and
robbery in our neighborhood, and
throughout the country, dtjring the

last four months. A few years ago
intemperance was the dread and hor-

ror of the natives, but now it is be-

coming common among all classes

here. And not long since it was justly

retnarked that in Bangkok a man might
safely go unarmed and nnatrended
through any })art of the city and sub-

urbs, but now robberies are becoming
frequent in different places about us,

even at ntid-day. Our cook was re-

cently struck down, while returning

from market, and robbed of his basket

of vegetables. A Chinaman, not long

since, while walking through the bazaar

with a bag of money, had it violently

taken from him while in sight of scores

of men, who refused to come to his

aid, for fear they might incur the dis-

pleasure of the robbers. And again,

an English merchant sent a servant

out with a piece of cloth to the tailor's,

to be made into clothes, when the ser-

vant was knocked down and the cloth

taken away.
Drunkards stagger past our doors

daily, and particularly on Saturday
night and Sunday, do we expect a reg-

ular annoyance from the grogshop in

the vicinity; while idleness, and gam-
bling, and thieving are daily increasing

to an alarming extent. Seizures for

opium and opimn smuggling have by
no tneans been stopped in the country,

and what may be the result of this

matter, in all its bearings upon the

people and the government, it is not

easy to foresee. This much, however,
is certain, that in relation to both,

there is too much reason to regret that

the drug was ever introduced into the

country ; and we should rejoice if we
could say that those bearing the Chris-

tian name had done nothing towards
bringing this evil upon the country,

and misery upon the people.

TVie school— Condition of the Chinese.

Our school is coming into notice

somewhat among the people. La.«t

week a Chaiv-Siva (a merchant) came
with a request to |)lace his son, about
ten years old, under our care. The
present teacher takes a j)art in read-

ing an<l explainiiig the scriptures in

oiir family worship, and ajtpears inter-

ested in the subject of religion, though
not a Ciiristian. 'fhe present season

is extremely hot, and the rains com-
menced two n)onths before the usual

time, in consequence of which the rice

crop is expected to be deficient, and
the cost is now raised twenty-five per
cent, upon the usual price. The Chi-

nese are now paying their triennial

tax of ibur ticals and a slung (about

$3), and such as have not the seal

tq)on their arm, by the close of the

next month, as a i)roof that they have
paid, will be seized. Many poor crea-

tures this year from China, who can
scarcely raise enough for their daily

support, will find it difficult to meet
the demar.d. Some of the Chinese,
who had embarked for their native

land, on hearing of the ca})ture of a
few junks by the English near Singa-
pore, have retm-ned to Bangkok ; but

most had gone too far to return, and
are now objects of solicitude with their

friends here.

One of our church members has
been very ill, but is now able to attend

worship. They all appear hmnble, and
show a delight in the service of God.
Still there is in some, a want of con-
sistent christian character which de-

mands our constant watch-care. For
example, it is very difficult to inspire

tliem with a proper regard for the Sab-
bath. Their Ibrmer habits and business

relations are all against it; and while

they are restrained from lat)or on that

day, it is not easy to prevent all business

conversation and worldly thoughts.
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MRS.
DEAiV, DATED BANGKOK, SEPTEMBER
4, 1840.

Death of a Chinese Boy,

As it was last Sabbath our painful

duty to attend the funeral of one of
our school-children, we thought it

might be desirable to give some par-

ticulars of his conduct while under
our care, and subs^equently, during his

illness. The scholar alluded to was a
Heiuain boy, iianied A Yok, who came
to us on ilie 19th of last November in

high health, robust and strong, being
then about Iburleen years of age, and
having been in this country two years.

He knew little about reading when he
came, and we therefore gave him the

first hooks used by children. Not be-

ing saris^lied with this, he of his own
accord read a tract entitled the " Two
Friends." He made rapid i)rogress

and soon cotnmenced reading the

"Four IJooks," while he took his turn

in reading the scriptures e.very morn-
ing at family worship. Though but
slightly acquaijitcd with our dialect,

(Teo-chew,) his answers to questions
])r()[)ose(l by us on the scriptures, or

other subjects, proved that he under-
stood what he read, and thought much
aljout it. He was a boy of few words,

and though he answered readily to

questions relative to facts, he seldom
or never gave us any clue to his own
feelings. He was of a remarkably
amiable disposition, and during his

whole stay with us we never heard of
bis quarrelling with the other boys, or

using bad language. He had a very
retentive memory and could easily re-

j)eat a considerable portion of the na-

tive classics. We never had occasion
to punish him, or scarcely to reprove
hitn for a fault. At the time of the

Chinese new year, when the school

was closed lor a few days and almost
all the boys dispersed, he remained
with us, continuing many of his usual

employments, and pleasing us all by

his cheerfid hilarity.

On the 4tli of August he first com-
Elained of being unwell and wished to

e excused from attending school in

the morning, though he read as usual

in the afternoon—the time allotted to

christian reading. This he continued

for two or three days. When I asked

liim why he did not come for medi-

cine, he replied he did not wish to

take any. He seemed from the first to

have an impression he must die, and

therefore felt reluctant to take any
remedy. After his death some pills

were found in his box which Mr. Dean
su|)posed he had taken. On Sunday,
the 9th ofAugust, when I went to take
my class as usual, I found him asleep,
covered witli a blanket and very fever-
ish and sick. My fears were then first

excited, and from that time he grew
ra[udly worse. At tins time he would
frequently be found in tears; and when
spoken to he maintained a resolute si-

lence or spoke but few words, as if

scarcely understanding what was said
to him. He continued attending wor-
ship morning and evening until the
22(\. He frequendy said to a cousin
who called to see him on the 16th, "I
shall soon die, I shall soon die!" At
this time he was weeping bitterly and
would say nothing else. The last

week of his life he was, by the wishes
of his friends, attended by Chinese and
Siamese doctors, but without avail ; his

disorder continued to increase until

the 30th, when he died. Two or three

days previous to tliis event he appear-

ed more willing to converse than on
former occasions, and Mr. Dean asked

him several questions, as whether he

believed in Christ, whether he thought

he should go to heaven. To the first

he rei)lied lie did believe, but to all the

others he maintained an unbroken si-

lence. He died on the Sabbath, at the

close of the services in the chapel.

As he had no near relatives in Bang-

kok except the cousin above mention-

ed, who was absent when he died, he

was buried (instead of being burnt, as

most of the natives are here). He was

followed to the grave by the school

children and church members; and it

was to all of us an affecting scene.

Such was the life and death of this

poor boy. We were left in painful

uncertainty as to the state of his mind

and preparedness for heaven, though

we are permitted to indulge a faint

hope that he did indeed love that Sa-

vior of whose name but a few months

ago he had never heaid. We are by

this event strongly reminded of our

responsibility to these poor children,

and of the necessity of urging them

now to come to the Savior. The eflfect

upon the children of the school has

not been such as we should expect in

our own country. I observed one in

tears as they were putting the corpse

into the coffin, but the rest seemed to

endeavor to repress their feelings and

apF'ear unmoved. During the prayer

m-ctins Keok Cheng addressed the
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children in a manner at once simple

and touching.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. DAV-
ENPORT, DATED BANGKOK, JULY 19,

3840.

Trad distribution—Fear of Government.

My last letter to the Board contained

an account of my visit to Bang-plasoi,

Angheen, and PhrciBdt,^ where iil)eral

distributions were made of tlie word
of God. For the last several months
our visits have been confined to Bang-
kok and its vicinity. 1 have taken
pains, at these tinies, to supply large

trading boats, which have come from
distant and interior parts of the coun-
try ; our hooks have been in most cases

gladly received. In tliis way we hope
to introduce a knowledge of the gospel

where missionaries have never been,

and where they may not go for many
years to come. We hope, also, that in

the retirement of a country lile, away
from the bustle and noise of a city,

these people may give the greater at-

tention to eternal things, especially if

aided by the Holy Spirit.

At half past six o'clock of each morn-
ing the Siamese, and those speaking
Siamese, connected with our families

and the i)rinting de[)artment, are as-

seud)led in the chaf)el, where religious

exercises are conducted in that lan-

guage. On the Sabbath we have two
exercises of this character, one of
which is more protracted. A portion
of the word of God is read on each
occasion, accompanied with remarks.
In this way J have gone through Mat-
thew, Mark, Acts, and other ])oitions

of Scripture,—sometiuies repeatedly.

At this time we are using the Parables
of our Savior, one of wh ich is read on
each occasion. Some of the hearers
pay good attention, but the fear of con-
se<]uences that might ensue upon ex-
changing the national religion, and the
religion of their fathers, for that of
Christ, appears an almost insiu*mount-
able obsliicle in their way. The Siam-
ese man, who went with Mr. Jones,
some years since, from Bangkok to

Singapore and Malacca, and w ho pro-
fessed the Christian faith, and was
baptized at the latter place, upon being
requested to return to Bangkok, de-
clined

; and expressed his fears lest he
should be apprehended, and that the
loss of his life would be the conse-

*For a narrative of tliis excursion, and a dcs-
cripiton of Phra Bat, the " Footstep of Deity/'
see page 285, last volume.

quence of having forsaken his former
religion. In conversing with them,
the natives often express such fears to

me. Our present teacher, who has
been in the service of the missionaries

for tlie last six or seven years, told me
the other day that no Siamese dared to

embrace a religion not i)role.sse<i by
the king. These are great hindrances
to success in our labors, but not too

mighty to be overcome by the power
of the Holy Spirit. Aid us by your
prayers, dear brethren, that this power
maybe exerted, and this influence may
be felt in Siam.

From another letter, dated Aug. 14, we make

the followiiig extracts.

Signs of opposition—Encouragements.

We had recently soine tokens of a
spirit of ojjposiiion at work iu the

minds of a few of the Siamese i)riest-

hood. A number of them applied at

otn- house for religious books. After

being su{)plied with them, they went
a short distance from oiu' premises
and tore them to pieces. They were
copies of the histories of "Joseph
and Moses," the preparation of which
constituted some of the last labors of
our much lamented sister Jones. I

have been infornjed also, that recently

the fragments of some torn books have
been scattered along the road side.

Though such things are pahilul to us,

yet w e must be prepared lor them, and
evefj worse. 1 regard the transaction

as an indication that the priests are be-

ginning to lear the influence which we
are aitenipting to exert over the people
generally. When the time shall arrive

in which scores of Siamese shall have
been converted to Christianity, 1 think

it not improbable that the ])riesthood

will be excited to strong opposition.

Tfiese circunjstances remind me ol'our

visit, a few months ago, to Phra Bat,

so celebrated among the Siamese as

the spot where Gaudama left the im-
print of his foot in a rock, to be wor-
shipped by his followers. Here one
or two of the books we distributed

were burnt before otn- faces.

The government, however, continues
very tolerant with regard to our opera-
tions. They throw no obstacles in our
way ; and we rejoice in the fact that

hundreds and thousands anxiously ap-
ply for and read the books that we
print; and that thus a knowledge of
"the only name given under heaven
whereby we must be saved," is diffused

liir and wide.
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WORSHIP OF THE DERVISHES.

The scene described below occurred at Smyr-
na, and was witnessed by Rev. Mr. Uiggs, of

the A. B. C. F. M. The following account is

contained in a leiter from him, published in the

June number of the Missionary Herald, and

dated Dec. 9ili, 18iO.

I have thought you might be interested

with a short account of a performance of

Turkish dervishes which Mr. Van Lennep
and myself witnessed about a fortnight aso.

It was the last Friday of ramazan, the Turk-
ish month of fasting. You may be aware
that during thnt month they have their

princip.il religious services in the evening

and night. We reached the Teke or

chapel of the dervishes, about half past

seven, and found them already at their

prayers. One of them, with whom we
were acquainted, requested us to retnain

without until the prayers were finished.

Afterward we were shown to a small gal-

lery in one side of the chapel, where we
took our stand to witness the performance.

The room was small, c:ipable of containing

perhaps eighty or a hundred persons.

As a part of their prayers, the first chap-

ter of th(; Koran (which is indeed a beau-
tiful hymn of praise) was repeated many
times by the leading sheikh, all the der-

vishes standing with their faces toward
Mecca. After each repetition of it came
several prostrations, with prayers rapidly

repented, which I did not understand.

When the regular prayers were finished,

the sheikh turned round and facing the rest,

cried out, Bismillahi , rahhmani, rah-
himi, " In the name of God, merciful and

gracious," which they all repeated, chant-

ing some twenty times. Then, in like

manner, about eighty times La illah ilia

'llah,'' There is no god but God." After

this they began to chant slowly and with

great appearance of devotion, the name of

God, Allah, Allah, Allah, etc., repeating

it about a hundred times, and then more
rapidly about a hundred and ten times.

During this time they became more and

more excited, and soon some of them be-

gan to take off their turbans and long outer

garments.

At eight o'clock they began to dance.

They formed a ring very compactly, by

placing the arms of each individual one

over the shoulder of his neighbor on one

side, and the other under the waist of the

person who came next him on the other

side; and began to move slowly round

the ring, chanting all tlie while. At first

there were thirty-five in the ring, after-
wards they formed two rings, twenty-five
or twenty-six in the outer, and twelve or
fourteen in the itiner ring, some others hav-
ing come in. The excitement continued to

increase, and with it the rapidity of their

movement round the ring. At a quarter
past eight they commenced a howling or
deep sobbing, indescribable to one who has
not witnessed it. It was something as if

you should pronounce the name of the

letter a very deeply in the throat and rath-

er hoarsely, then, drawing in the breath

with a sob, pronounce the syllables ha-he,
accenting the last, and pronouncing it on a
higher key, still hoarsely and deeply in the

throat. With every repetition the head
and even the wh'*'- body was thrown vio-

lently backwards and forwards, or to the

risht and left. Some were much more
violently agitated than others, throwing

tiiemselves farther backwards and forwards,

and suffering their hair to swing disheveled

over their faces and necks. The whole

presented an appearance fully demoniacal.

Soon two persons began to beat kettle-

drums, and two others tambourines, to

keep time. Gradually the time of the step

was accelerated until it became as rapid as

possible, and it became a mere stamping

on the floor, the ring scarcely, if at all,

moving around. At a quarter before nine

a person was introduced who sat down in

the midst and began pla}irg a rapid but

unmusical and monotonous air upon a pipe,

in its tone somewhat resembling a flageolet.

Toward the close the motions of the ring

assumed a freer character, the der\ishes

touching each other sometimes only at

arms' length, and swinging farther to the

right and left with each repetition of the

word, phrase, or inarticulate sound, which

they were repeating. One of the syllables

most frequently repeated was hoo, that is,

he in Arabic, signifying God. It was pro-

nounced very deep in the throat, and with

a convulsive effort of the lungs which you

would hardly suppose, if you have never

witnessed the scene, that a person not de-

ranged could make. It was a perfect howl,

and"made me involuntarily shudder, though

I was in a measure prepared for the scene.

The same was true of the mode in which

the same syllable was pronounced in imme-

diate connection with the name of God, Al-

lah-hoo, Allah-hoo, he is God, he is God.

A little after nine o'clock the ring broke

up, and the greater part of the dervishes,

as well a=! of the spectators, went away,
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after having paid their devotions at the

tomb of their patron in the side of the

building. This individual established the

ieke, and supported the dervishes during

his life, and now is reckoned a snint.

But the scene to us most affecting of all

remained. A little boy began to chnnt,

and soon a ring was formed of boys from

four years old or less to twelve or thirteen,

who repeated the dance. There was one
;

little fellow, I should think hardly three

years old, I believe he was the son of a

sheikh, who, during the whole evening,

h id been in the midst imitating the motions

of the men, and now seemed to act as a

kind of le;ider for the boys. The idea of

these young immortals being trained up in

such abominations is indeed awful. It was
to me also a very affec;ting thought that

there were men of respectable nppearance

present, such as military officers, etc.,

some of whom had doubtless a good deal
,

of intelligence, who, though not der^ ishes

themselves, stood by and looked on with

the appearance of high npprobation. " Oh!
Lord, open their eyes that they may see."

GREAT ERUPTION OF THE VOLCANO
OF KILAUEA, (SANDWICH ISLANDS)

The suhjoiued notice of one of the most ter-

rific scenes in nature, is from the pen of Rev.

Mr. Coan, dated Hilo, Sept. 2j, 1o40.

I cannot close my letter without saying

a word respecting ihe Inte volcanic erup-

tion in Puna, on this island. At the time

this eruption took place we were all absent

from Hilo to attend the general meeting

at Oahu, a circumstance which I much
regret, as it deprived us of a view of

the most splendid and awful part of the

snene. Some of the principal facts which

have been collected from credible testi-

mony, and from personal observation, I

will now give you. For several years past

the great crater of Kilaupa has been rapidly

filling up, by the rising of the superincum-

bent crust, and by the frequent gushing

forth of the molten sea below. In this

manner the great basin below the black

ledge, which has been computed from three

to five hundred feet deep, was long since

filled up by the ejection and cooling of suc-

cessive masses of the fiery fluid. These
silent eruptions continued to occur at in-

tervals, until the black ledge was re-

peatedly overflowed, each cooling, and

forming a nevy laver from two feet thick

and u[)wardp, until the whole area of the

crater was filled up, at least fifty feet above
the original black ledije, and thus reducing

the whole depih of the crater to less than

nine hundred feet. This process of filling

up continued till the latter part of May,
1840, when, as many natives testify, the

whole area of the crater became 01:0 entire

sea of ignifluous matter, raging like old

ocean when lashed into fury by a tempest.

For several days the fires raged with fear-

ful intensity, exhibiting a scene awfully

terrific. So frightful was the scene that no

one dared to approach near it, and trav-

ellers on the main road, which lay along

the verge of the crater, feeling the ground

tremble beneath their feet, fled and passed

by at a distance. T should be inf^lincd to

discredit these statem.ents of the natives,

had 1 not since been to Kilauea and exam-
ined it minutely with these reports in \iew.

Every appearance, however, of the crater

confirms these reports. Every thing within

the caldron is new. All has been melted

down and re-cast. The whole appears

like a raging sea, whose waves had been

suddenly solidified while in the most vio-

lent agitation.

On the 30th of Jlay the people of Puna
observed the appearance of smoke and fire

in the interior, a mountainous and desolate

region of that district. Thinking that ihe

fire migb.t be the burning of some jur.gle,

they took little notice of it until the ne.\t

day. Sabbath, when the meetings in the

different villages were thrown into confu-

sion by sudden and grand exhibitions of fire,

on a scale so large and fearful as to leave

them no room to doubt the cause of the

phenomenon. The fire augmented during

the day and night; but it did not seem to

flow off rapidly in any direction. All weie
in consternation, as it was expected that

the molten flood would pour itself down
from its height of four thousand feet to the

coast, and no one knew to what point it

would flow, or what devastation would
attend iis fiery course. On Monday, June
1st, the stream began to flow oft' in a

northeasterly direction, and on the follow-

ing Wednesday, June 3d, at evening, the

burning river reached the sea, having aver-

aged about half a mile an hour in its pro-

gress. The rapidity of the flow was very

unequal, being modified by the inequalities

of the surface, over which the stream

passed

.

But I will return to the source of the

eruption. This is in a forest, and in the

bottom of an ancient wooded crater, about

four hundred feet deep, and probably eight

miles east from Kilauea. The region being

uninhabited and covered with a thicket, it

was some time before the place was dis-

covered, and up to this time, though seve-

ral foreigners have attempted it, no one,

except myself, has reached the spot. From
Kilauea to this place the lava flows in a

subterranean gallery, probably at the depth
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of a thousand feet, but its course can be
distinctly traced all the way, by the rend-

ing of the crust of the earth into innumera-
ble fissures, and by the emission of smoke,
steam, and gases. The eruption in this

old crater is small, and from this place the

stream disnppears agnin for the distance of

a mile or two, when the lava again gushed
up and spread over an area of about fifty

acres. Again it passes under ground for

two or three miles, when it re-appears in

another old wooded crater, consuming the

forest, and pitrtly filling up the basin. Once
more it disappears, and flowing in a sub-

terranean channel, cracks and breaks the

earth, opening fissures from six inches to

ten or twelve feet in vyidth, and sometimes
splitting the trunk of a tree so exactly that

its legs stand astride at the fissure. After

flowing under ground several miles, per-

haps six or eight, it ag-iin broke out like an

overwhelming flood, and sweeping forest,

hamlet, plantation, and every thing before

it, rolled down with resistless energy to the

sea, where, leaping a precipice of forty or

fifty feet, it poured itself in one vast cata-

ract of fire into the deep below, with loud

detonations, fearful hissings, and a thou-

sand unearthly and indescribable sounds.

Imngine to yourself a river of fused tnin-

erals, of the breadth and depth of i\i;ig.ira,

and of a deep gory red, fulling, in one em-
blazoned sheet, one raging torrent, into the

ocean! The scene, as described by eye
witnesses, was terribly sublime. The at-

mosphere in all directions was filled with

ashes, spray, gases, etc.; while the burn-
inof lava, as ii fell into the water, was
shlviired into millions of minute particles,

and, being thrown back into the air, fell in

showers of sand on all the surrounding

country. The coast was extended into the

sea for a quarter of a mile, and a pretty

sand-beach and a new cape were formed.

For three weeks this terrific river dis-

gorged itself into the sea with little abate-

ment. Multitudes of fishes were killed, and
the waters of the ocean were heated for

twenty miles along the coast. The breadth

of the stream, where it fell into the sea, is

about half a mile, but inland it varies from

one to fi)ur or five miles in width, conform-

ing itself, like a river, to the face of the

country over whi:h it flowed. Indeed, if

you can imagine the Mississippi, converted

into liquid fire, of the consistency of fused

iron, and moving onward, sometimes rapid-

ly, sometimes sluggishly; now widening

into a sea, and anon rushing through a nar-

row defile, winding its way through mighty

forests and ancient solitudes, you will get

some idea of the spectacle here exhibited.

The depth of the stream will probably vary

from ten to two hundred feet, according to

the inequalities of the surface over which
it passed. During the flow, night was
converted into day on all eastern Hawaii.
The light rose and spread like the morning
upon the mountains, and its glare was seen
on the opposite side of the island. It was

I

also distinctly visible for more than one
hundred miles at sea; and at the distance
of forty m'l.es fine print could be read at
midnight. The brilliancy of the light was

I

like a bhizing firmament, and the scene is

I

said to have been one of unrivalled sub-
1 limity.

I

The whole course of the stream from
I

Kilauea to the sea is about forty miles.

I

Its mouth is about twenty-five miles from

,

Hilo station. The ground over which it

I

flowed descends at the rate of one hundred
I feet to the mile. The crust is now cooled,
and may be traversed with care, though
scalding stenm, pungent gases, and smoke

!
are still emitted in many places,

j

In pursuing my way for nearly two days
over this mighty smouldering mass, I was
more and more impressed at every step

with the wonderful scene. Hills h.id been
melted down like vviix; ravines and deep
valleys hud been filled; and majestic for-

ests had disappeared like a fen t her in the

flames. On the outer edges of the lava,

where the stream was more shallow and
the heat less vehement, and where of

course the liquid mass cooled soonest, the

trees were mowed down like grass before

the scythe, and left charred, crisped,

smouldering, and only half consumed.

During the early part of the eruption,

slight and repealed shocks of earthquake

were felt, for several successive days, near

the scene of action. These shocks vvere

not noticed at Hilo.

!

Through the directing hand of a kind

Providence no lives were lost, and but

little property was consumed during this

amazing flood of fiery ruin. The sfream

passed over an almost uninhabited desert.

During the progress of the eruption some

of the people in Puna spent n;ost of their

time in prayer and religious meetings, some

flew in consternation from the face of the

all-devouring element, others wandered

along its margin, marking with idle cu-

riosity its daily progress, while another

class still, coolly pursued their usual voca-

tions, unawed by the burning fury as it

rolled along within a mile of their doors.

All these moving phenomena vvere regarded

by them as the fall of a shower, or the run-

ning of a brook; while to others they were

as the tokens of a burning world, the de-

parting heavens, and a coming Judge.

I will just remark here, that while the

stream was flowing, it might be approached

within a few yards on the windward side.
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while at the leeward no one could live

within the distance of many miles, on ac-

count of the smoke, the impregnation of the

atmosphere with pungent and deadly gases,

and the fiery showers which were con-

stantly descending, and destroying all vege-

table life. When the fused mass was slug-

gish, it had a gory appearance like clotted

blood, and when it- was active, it resembled

fresh and clotted blood mingled and thrown

into violent agitation. Sometimes the flow-

ing lava would find a subterranean gallery,

diverging at right angles from the main

channel, and pressing into it would flow off*

unobserved, till meeting with some obstruc-
'

tion in its dark passage, when, by its ex-

pansive force, it would raise the crust of

the earth into a dome-like hill of fifteen or

twenty feet in height, and then bursting

this shell, pour itself out in a fiery torrent

around. A man who was standing at a

considerable distance from the main stream,

and intensely gazing on the absorbing scene

before him, found himself suddenly raised

to the height of ten or fifteen feet above

the common level around him, and he had

but just time to escape, when the earth

(ipened where he had stood, and a stream

of fire gushed out. Miss. Herald.

(Bti]tv Societies.
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MADURA.

Changes and imp'>'ovements in Southern

India.

Mr. Spaulding, the writer of the subjoined

letter, is connected with the mission to Ceylon.

Some years since, when it was proposed to

extend that mission to the adjoining continent,

he made a tour of exploration into the Madura

district. Having had occasion recently to visit

the same region again, after a lapse of seven

years, he gives the result of his observation in

the letter from which we extract the following,

dated Oct. 12, 1840.

If we except two schools and a catecliist,

under the direction of the Propagation So-

ciety, very little, excepting the occasional

preaching or distribution of tracts by mis-

sionaries while travelling through the coun-

try, had been done by way of making

known the gospel in the district of Madura.

Even the roads through the land were

mostly such as nature had made and the

people from ancient time had travelled.

On my present tour, when I arrived at

Tondy with Mrs, Spaulding, the first im-

provement I noticed was a very pleasant

and convenient bungalow, built by the col-

lector, Mr. Blackburn, which we were

allowed to occupy, and where we spent

the Sabbath. Early on Monday morning

•we left for Sevagunga, where Mr. Cherry

is stationed. My attention was again called

to improvements by the government. An
excellent road, with good bridges, is almost

finished from Tondy to the town of Ma-
dura, on each side of which young trees

are sat out so noar each other (say ten feet

apart) that they will form quite a cool and
refreshing shade for travellers, a privilege

to man and beast which no one can appre-

ciate who has not been in a burning mid-
day sun on the plains of India.

Another improvement since my former

visit is the repair of tanks, from which the

cultivated lands were irrigated. These are

formed on the gently sloping surface, by a

large tnound of earth thrown up so as to

foim a basin, from two to six miles in

length, which is generally filled by the rains

from tbe hills, or by a stream of water
turned out from the river. In this way
cultivators are able to secure a harvest in

the dry as well as the rainy season.

Within six years these two sources of

profit, good roads and good tanks have
been greatly increased, so that the revenue
in some parts is more than doubled.

Then there was no missionary station

nor a Christian teacher within the district.

Now there are five stations and nine mis-

sionaries, who have under their care about

eighty native free schools and four English

boarding schools, all of which are in a very

interesting and flourishing state, and fifteen

or twenty native assistants of very good
promise. Each missionary has a very ex-

tensive and encouraging field, and enough
to do. Most of the brethren have made
good progress in the acquisition of the Ta-
mul language, though some, through diffi-

dence, are deficient in the practical use

of it.

The difference to my own feelings is

almost like a dream. Like the enchant-

ment of your " American West," where
forests disappear and shoot up as by magic,

a high way is there, the way of holiness is

commencing, <' the eyes of the blind are

opened, and the ears of th« deaf aro un<
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stopped." The wilderness and the soli-

tary place are glad for your messengers;

and as T meditate on these things I cannot

forbear to call out, " Strengthen ye the

weak hands, say to the fearful heart be

strong, fear not." Yea, I might quote all

the thirty-fifth of Isaiah with a glow of

confidence in favor of your Madura mis-

sion.

Our labors as a mission in Ceylon are

not in vain, and yet we cannot speak of

any special gifts of the Holy Spirit. Thirty-

one were added to the church at Batticotta,

at their last communion at that station.

Report of the mission for 1840. i

ScJiools. Pvpils.
j

Common schools for boys, 90 2,972

for girls, 6 115

Boarding schools for boys,

for girls,

9G 3,087

85

24

109

leaven is working, which, under the divine

blessing, must eventually produce a great
moral change in this mass of heathen popu-
lation. This is only one view of many
which might be taken of our common free-

school system. In the school room we
often find our largest and best congrega-
tions. Thus in every village where we
have a school, we are furnished with a
sort of preaching-bungalow, where we feel

ourselves at full liberty to declare the gospel
of Christ.

These are encouraging facts in the ope-
rations of our mission. But when we
look over this broad field, and find that we
are able to reach but a small portion of its

immense population, a sort of melancholy

steals over our minds, and we are ready to

exclaim, When will laborers come to these

vacant fields ?

—

Miss. Herald.

CONSTANTINOPLE.

The number of native churches is four,

embracing, exclusive of native assistants,

fifteen members, of whom fourteen are

males, and one female. Of these, twelve

have united with the churches during the

past year. .

The number in the common schools who
are able to read is 1,000: and of those

who have committed to memory, in part,

the ten commandments, the Lord's prayer,

and our first catechism, 3,000. A thou-

sand have committed to memory entire the

ten commandments, our first and second

catechisms, and some portions of scripture

history.

Thus it appears that, on our present

scale of operations, we are yearly sending

out into this heathen community a thousand

lads, who in a short time are to take the

places of their fathers, with minds some-

what enlightened and memories stored with

all the important and saving doctrines of

the bible. The great majority of these we
may safely say, but for our schools, would

grow up under the most heathen and de-

moralizing influences, with scarcely a single

counteracting good influence. The parents

of the families to which these thousand

boys belong must, of necessity, listen to

the recital of some gospel truth, to which

till now they were entire strangers. It is

not an uncommon thing, in passing along

the streets, to be hailed by men repeating

some of the simple questions and answers

of our first catechism. From these facts

and many others, of which we are in pos-

session, it appears to us evident that a

VOT.. XXT 34

Journal of Mr. Dwight.

[The extracts from Mr. Dwight's journal

which follow give abundant evidence that a

very interesting state of religious feeling and

inquiry exists among a portion of the Ar-

menian population of Constantinople.]

August 1st, 1840. To-day I visited an

Armenian girls' school in Constantinople,

which receives in part its support from us.

The number of scholars is at present about

twenty, being smaller in summer than in

winter, owing to the fact that many of the

parents reside in the country during the

summer months. It is kept in a private

house, and is under the direction of a

mother and two daughters, the daughters

being more properly the instructers of the

school. I went to-day with the determina-

tion to withdraw from this school the sup-

port we have aftbrded it, on account of the

present low state of funds; but when I saw

the bright, and promising appearance of the

children, heard some of them read from

the word of God, and thought of the influ-

ence that twenty or thirty mothers, capable

of reading, may exert on their children and

on others in this place, I could not find it

in my heart to say one word in regard to

withholding the contribution of our mite for

the furtherance of this object. No, rather

would I live on coarser and scantier fare,

than be the means of sending these inter-

esting children to their homes again, to

«rrow up in ignorance and sin. If Chris-

dans in America will not deny themselves

for the welfare of these precious souls, we

must. I had an opportunity of speaking on

the blessedness of those who have the sure

hopes of the gospel. The father of the

teachers recently died. He was evangeli-

cal in his views, and he was the father of
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an interesting young female teacher, who
died in the triumphs of faith three years

ago. Like his departed daughter, he was

happy in his death, and exhorted those

around him not to mourn for him, " For,"

said he, I have no fear of death; I am
going to be with Christ."

12th. Received a call from two Arme-
nians, one of whom we have known for

years as an enlightened, and, as we hope,

a pious man. The other was a new visitor

and an inquirer. The former remarked that

ihey had not slept any during the last night,

but had spent the whole time in conversing

about spiritual and eternal things. They
called at an early hour, in order to procure

an answer to some questions on particular

passages of scripture which the inquirer

could not understand. One of these was.

Agree with thine adversary quickly, etc.

Matthew, 5 : 25. Another was, This is

my body and this is my blood. The form-

er is supposed by some good catholics to

refer to purgatory! and the notions of these

eastern churches, as well as of the Roman
church, about the latter are well known.

I was enabled to explain both in a very

different manner, and apparently to the

satisfaction of my visitors. Our conversa-

tion turned subsequently on the impossi-

bility of being saved by the deeds of the

law, and the uncertainty of a death-bed

repentance. They left me with the prom-
ise to call again.

—

Herald.

BROOSA.

Mr. Schneider, under date of April 11 ih,

1840, writes as follows.

Freedom of thought and discussion—
Progress of truth at Cesarea and J\''i-

comedia.

.August nth, 1840. Had a call from a

well informed young Greek to-day. Our
conversation soon turned on the present

state of the church. In the course of his

remarks he showed himself to have em-
braced the sentiments of a Greek eccle-

siastic and teacher, who has recently

brought himself into much note in his

nation by his dcistical notions. Some of

the doctrines of his system are, the rejec- '

tion of the divinity of Christ, the denial of
,

human depravity, and of the necessity of
|

the atonement and regeneration, and the

rejection of the entire Old Testament as a
{

part of inspired truth. Salvation by Jesus

Christ forms no part of his creed. There
is reason to believe that his sentiments

have been extensively adopted among the

young enlightened Greeks. Many of his

pupils have imbibed them, and have con-

tributed considerably to their dissemination.

Much excitement has been occasioned in

some places by the appearance of these

doctrines. Among the evils which will re-

sult, this good effect may be hoped for,

viz., it will wake up multitudes of minds
from their religious lethargy and indiffer-

ence, and will lead them to inquiry, dis-

cussion, and examination. The motto,
" Believe, without examination," has long

exerted a fearful influence among these

people. Almost any thing, leading to in-

I

quiry and investigation, may be regarded

as favorable.

!
I/i this connexion may also be mentioned

I the influence of Greek newspapers. They
are doing an immense work in rousing the

Greek mind to thought and inquiry. Espe-

cially is their influence seen in Tarkey,
where they have begun to be circulated more

I

recently. A goodly number of them are

now published. In many of them, free and

full discussions are carried on respecting

reform in the church in various particulars.

Editors and newspaper writers do not hesi-

tate to expose before the public, and to

condemn the misconduct of their ecclesias-

tics in the severest terms. The freedom

with which they speak on these points is

j

truly wonderful. This boldness, instead of

diminishing, is rapidly on the increase, un-

der the new regulations of the Turkish gov-

ernment. The people have not been ac-

customed to such things. It is altogether

new to them. They have been looking on,

at first, rather in silence; but seeing that

these attacks on the clergy have brought

no bad consequences on their authors, they

are encouraged to think for themselves, and

to express their opinions freely. This re-

sult cannot be otherwise than favoral)le.

12th. I have been recently encouraged

by a returning demand for books. Within
a few days past, I have disposed of more
than I had circulated for months previously.

May this demand be daily growing.

[Having mentioned that B. P., one of

those who were banished to Cesarea, dur-

ing the late times of persecution, had been

ill treated by the Turkish officer on the

way, Mr. Schneider adds—

]

He remarked, however, that they were
treated with the utmost kindness and re-

spect in the place of their banishment, espe-

cially so by the superior of the convent

located there. He, the superior, endeav-

ored to console them by the comforts of

the gospel, and by reminding them that in

the early ages of Christianity good men had

suffered persecution in the same way. And
besides this, he gave them the privilege of

living on the funds of the monastery. This,

to persons in their circumstances, was no

small favor.

On their arrival in Cesarea, the question
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was asked, " Why are these men banish-
ed, and what is their crime?" They are
protestants, was the reply. And what is

a protestaiit ?" One who takes the bible

for his guide, and only that. '« Then we
are protestants, for we acknowledge only
the word of God," they observed. He
represented that their banishment to that

place had been the means of awakening
much inquiry, and that half the Armenian
population of Cesarea had been led to em-
brace enlightened evangelical views of
truth. This may be a strong statement,

but there is no doubt that a considerable

revolution took place in the minds of many
of their nation, in consequence of their

residence there.

On his way to Broosa he passed through

Nicomedia, where he spent a few days.

He spoke with the utmost surprise of the

interest he found in that place in truly evan-

gelical views. He says there are thirty or

forty brethren, as he terms them. His

countenance brightened up with the most
lively interest, when referring to the state

of things there, and he reiterated again and

again his great astonishment. Though he

may not be truly born again, yet his testi-

mony, in addition to that of missionary

brethren who have visited the place, evi-

dently shows that the Lord is carrying on

a work of grace there. Truly such an in-

stance is encouraging.

—

Ibid.

3|ce.9b]jterfan 23onrlf of iforeffln iHfs*
sfons.

The Board met in Philadelpliia on the ISlh

of May, and coiiliiiued in session until the 20tli.

From au abstract of the annual report given in

the July number of the Missionary Chronicle,

we select the lollowing items.

Less than four years ago the Board of

Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian

Church, met for the first time. At that

meeting they received a transfer of the

Missionary Institution, recently commen-
ced, and then existing under the care of

the SvTiods of Pittsburg and Philadelphia;

the next year the Central and Southern

Boards became their auxiliaries; and the

entire church became united under the or-

ganization formed and directed by the Gen-
eral Assembly, no one forbidding us to

speak to the gentiles that they might be

saved. Faithful and able men have offer-

ed themselves, and have been sent as mis-

sionaries to the heathen ; and the church

has now under her care in the foreign field

fifty-seven laborers, sent from her own bo-

som, twenty-three of whom are ministers

of the gospel; besides eight native assist-

ants, some of them men of learning, all of

them hopefully pious, and in different

stages of preparation and trial for the mis-
sionary work among their own benighted
people. Through the mission stations oc-
cupied by these brethren, the church is

brought in direct contact with five different

heathen nations, containing two-thirds of
the whole human race. In laying the

foundation for future usefulness, a great

work has already been performed.

Finances.

Though the last year has been a season

I

of severe pecuniary embarrassment, espe-

cially in those parts of the country from
which the Board derives the greater part of

its resources, yet the committee are able

to make a good report respecting this de-

partment of their affairs. There would,
however, have been a decided balance

against the treasury if the liberality of two
persons had not prevented it. Mrs. Sarah

Hollenbeck made a donation of ^5000 to

the general purposes of the Board, besides

a larger sum for the mission house; and

$5000 were given by a christian friend

for the support of the ofHcers of the Board.

Including these sums, and the sum of

$1400 from the United States government,

on account of the Indian Missions, the re-

ceipts of the Board from May 1, 1840, to

May 1, 1841, have been $t;67,081 ,58.

The expenditures during the same time

have been S66,804,82; leaving a balance

of $276,76. Besides the above receipts,

the American Tract Society have paid

.91500, and the American Bible Society

$1000, which have been appropriated to

the printing and circulation of the sacred

scriptures and religious tracts at the differ-

ent mission stations. These societies have

also given several donations of bibles and

tracts for the use of the missions.

During this year sixteen new missiona-

aries and assistant missionaries have been

sent to their respective fields of labor.

Mission in Western Africa.

Missionaries—the Rev. Messrs. Oren K.

Canfield and Jonathan P. Alward, and their

wives ; Abraham Miller, colored native

teacher; Cecilia Vantine, colored teacher.

These missionaries sailed on the 3d of

February for their field of labor among the

Kroos, a large tribe residing on the coast,

about equally distant from Monrovia and

Cape Palmas. The town of Settra Kroo

will probably be occupied as the first sta-

tion, having many advantages for that pur-

pose, and particularly eligible as aflJbrding

access to some large tribes in the interior,

who are said to occupy a fine hilly and

productive country. These brethren will

probably remain at Cape Palmas until they
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become somewhat acclimated, and have

partly acquired the language of the Kroo

people. The experience learned by Messrs.

Canfield and Alward during their former

visit, and the care which they will feel

bound to take of their health, diminish their

risk of danger in going to the unhealthy re-

gions of West Africa, but they are affec-

tionately commended to the special prayers

of the people of God.

Abraham Miller is a native prince, for-

merly a scholar at the station of Green,

and hopefully pious. After spending near-

ly a year in this country at school, he has

gone back to his people with apparently

strong and sincere desires to be useful.

He will continue his studies under the care

of the missionaries.

Mission to Siam.

Bangkok. Missionaries—the Rev. Wil-
liam P. Buell, Dr. James C. Hepburn, and

their wives.

Mr. and Mrs. Buell reached Singapore

on the 22d of July, and proceeded to Siam
on the 6th of August. On the 16th of the

same month they reached Bangkok in good
health. Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn sailed for

this mission on the 15 th of last March.

The Siamese mission is considered one

of great interest. It may be doubted how
long the Siamese authorities will tolerate

missionary labors, the object of which they

probably understand; but so long as the

door stands open, the laborers sent forth

by the church should not hesitate to enter

in and fulfil their important mission.

®3t-e.5le5nn (22ng.) frtf.«»sfonavi) Society.

At ihe annual mceling of this sociely, on the

3d of May, J. E. Tennent, Esq., M. P., took

the chair. Dr. Bunting read the report, which

commenced by explaining the financial con-

dition and prospects of the Institution, before

entering upon the details of missionary opera-

tions.

In closing the financial statement for

1839, the committee announced a debt of

:£20,871, and that the society must either

greatly reduce its missionary establishments,

and abandon some portion of the field al-

ready iiobly won and occupied, or there

must be an addition of 10 or £12,000 a

year to support its existing establishments;

—it was also then stated, that for the grad-

ual extinction of the debt and the enlarge-

ment of the society's labors, an addition of

not less than £20,000 a year would be re-

quired. The accuracy of these views had
been confirmed by another year's experi-

ence; and the committee had refrained al-

most entirely from embarking in any new

undertaking, although pressing applicatiohs

were made for nearly sixty additional mis-

sionaries, and although a larger number than

before, of missionary candidates were anx-

iously waiting to be employed. The only

exception had been the new mission to the

Gold Coast and to Ashantee:—nor would
they have met even that loud call upon
their humanity and piety, if the means of

obeying it had not been specially provided.

The report then took a review of the

financial position of the society, up to De-
cember 31st, 1840, under the items of in-

come and expenditure. The gross income
of 1840 was, in round numbers, £90,182;
—the gross expenditure £109,226;—ex-

cess of expenditure over income £19,044;
—to which adding the debt of 1838 and
1839 (£20,871), the actual deficiency to

December 31 st, would be £42,939. From
this amount, however, should- be deducted
loans to foreign chapels, and balances un-
paid in December, estimated together at

£12,322,—making the real debt up to that

time £30,616. In conclusion, the report

adverted to the noble gift of the mission

house and premises to the society by the

centenary committee, without any charge

whatever, either for the site, the necessary

alterations, or the new buildings.

—

Bap.
{Eng.) Mag.

Scuih Sea Missions.

The following extracts arc fiom the report

and journal of Rev. John Wateihouse, " Gen-

eral Superintendent of Vv'esleyan Missions in

Australia and Polynesia." The communica-

tion dated Kobart-town, Von Dieiran's Land,

Sept. 8th, ISiO, contains brief notices of his

visits to different islands.

New-Zealand,—Here T have left five

additional missionaries, and visited most of

the stations. Much good has been done;

but there are very few thorough conver-

sions of the soul to God. Christianity as

a system has been embraced by multitudes;

the Lord's day is carefully observed; pub-

lic worship is well attended; and the con-

gregations appear very devout. Many can

read and write; and an universal thirst has

been excited for the sacred scriptures and

other religious books. One chief had come
a three weeks' journey, expecting to obtain

from me a copy of the New Testament, as

some had been sent to England to be bound.

They have given up their sanguinary wars,

and the revolting scenes of cannibalism.

They are remarkable for honesty, but va-

grant in their habits, universal smokers,

selfish, dirty, and delight to herd together.

They need line upon line on experimental

and practical Christianity. A person visit-
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ing the purely heathen, as I have done,

and then the nominally christian natives, is

filled with wonder and gratitude at what
has been accomplished; but your mission-

aries are grieving that so few are savingly
j

place with suiall presents.
°
Th

sionary ship, purchased from the avails of
the centenary contribution), will be of in-
calculable service in these seas. I waited
on all the kings and leading chiefs in every

gave me
an universal welcome, and conversed freely
on various matters. My having one wife
and ten children pleased them, and espe-
cially their legitimate queens, not a little.

They were very attentive while I told them
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ;

converted. True religion in all its parts

is rarely found; but your laborers are valu-

able men, who, I trust, will be instru-

mental in turning many from darkness to

light, and from the power of satan to God.
It is "now or never" with them. The
devil and the Pope are at work among this

j

but, as\et, they are unwilling to embrace
interesting people. Pray that the Holy

j

Christianity. The people in all the islands
Spirit may be poured out! have good houses; and considering them
FrieNDLY IsLAXDs.—Here I left Mr.

|

as savages, they have the appearance of
Wilson, bereft of his estimable wife, who

|

enjoying domestic comfort. I ate with
(as my journal states) died, and was com- several of them of their native pudding,
mitted to the watery deep, on her passage

j

fish, yam, &c. They have some rather
from New-Zealand. I have left at Vavou,

|
extensive potteries, and more generally boil

Mr. and Mrs. Kevern also. The change than bake their food: their earthen pots are

from New-Zealand is so great, that I had
|

fire-proof, and some of them will hold from
to guard against being too strongly preju-

diced in favor of the Friendly Islanders.

They are naturally indolent, which is oc-

casioned probably in part by the oppressive

warmth of the climate; but the preaching

of the gospel has had a wonderful elTect.

ten to twenty gallons. They have their

plantations in excellent order, and are re-

markable for industry and ingenuity. Great
respect is shown to kings and chiefs; a

word equivalent to " Sir," is always used

by inferiors when addressing then), and

There are many truly pious persons; and
j

f. quently repeated during a lengthened

some of the native teachers are exceedingly

interesting in person, mind, religion, and

manners. Most of the men were gone
with the king on a defensive war to Tonga.

King George is, from all accounts, a very

extraordinary man; and, from what I have

seen of the people of Vavou, they do credit

to him as their king, and to the mission-

aries as their pastors. The code of laws

by which George governs his people, has

been forwarded to you. Smoking is pro-

hibited by law, unless recommended by a

medical man. At the first glance I thought

that was carrying the matter a little too

far; but his reasons for doing it, and the

happy effects which his prohibition has pro-

duced, gave me unqualified satisfaction.

If a man sought licentious intercourse with

females, going for tobacco was his usual

excuse. If he wanted to steal, he prefer-

red the same plea; and thus with regard to

almost every other crime. This bad cus-

tom led them to herd together, men, wo-
men, and children; and universal filth was

conver ,;on. The dress of the men is a

little native cloth, in a small roll about two
inches wide, round the loins, and under-

girt with the same material. The women
are more delicately attired: their beauti-

fully-wrought garments are from six to

eight inches wide, with a large fringe of

various colors; it goes quite round, and

rests on the hip-bones, forming an entire

covering to that part of the body. To be

uncovered would be accounted a crime

worthy to be visited with punishment.

Filthy conversation by men, in the presence

of women, is punished by law. 'J'hey wash

themselves once or twice a day in the sea

or rivers, but I never saw one of them na-

ked even in the water. They are remark-

ably modest; but, alas! there is an awfully

dark shade.—" Their feet are swift to shed

blood. Destruction and misery are in all

their ways. And the way oi peace have

they not known. There is no fear of God

before their eyes." They eat each other's

flesh and glory in their shame. Last

the result. Now, thev are cleanly in their i
April, thirteen women were strangled out-

persons and in their houses; the members ' side the mission premises at Somosomo.

of each family associate together; and the ! About twenty women were eaten near our

din of industry is heard with the early !
station at Revva; and parts of murdered

dawn of day.
' Any violation of chastity is bodies have been thrown mto our premises,

punished by law; the Sabbath is held'sa- ! Yet even in cannibal Feejee, there are some

cred; and uniform attention is paid to the ' genuine conversions from sin to God. At

schools and the means of grace. Viwa, Mr. Cross's station, I had a most in-

Feejee.—I visited all the stations; which
|

teresting mterview wiih the celebrated war

is no easy matter, where coral reefs, hid- I
rior Namosimalua, of whose christian char-

den or seen, are so numerous, and hum-
|

canea so frequent. The Triton, (the mis-
j

acter and consistent conduct you have heard.

[^TVesleyan notices.
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£ ntelli'sence.

SIAM.

Mr. Slafter, at Bangkok, under date of Nov.

21st, 1840, thus writes of the health and other

circumstances of the mission.

Aside from sister Reed's afRictions, no

very serious illness has visited the nnission

since my arrival.

Br. Dean, whose health has for a time

been rather poor, is now encouragingly bet-

ter. Br. Goddard, who with his family
j

arrived here from Singapore, Oct. 15th, \

1840, will soon be able to render to br. !

Dean the assistance for which he has so

long prayed.

The presses have struck off all the re-

vised translations left us by br. Jones, and

a school book; and are now occupied in

printing new editions of tracts. Chinese

block-cutting and printing have gone on as

usual, and two tracts have recently been

prepared for circulation.

We have quite a good supply, and it is

our present design to travel through the

country and scatter them now while we
are allowed to do so. As the cool season

has now set in, we shall start soon.

The people are being enlightened, and

are as usual, daily calling for books. They
sometimes stop to dispute, but except the

Chinese, none are yet ready to give up all

fear of man and become open disciples of

Jesus. However, the Lord be praised

that the Chinese church prospers. Two
persons have lately been received as mem-
bers, making in all fifteen. 3Iay we soon

have a great ingathering of these poor,

thoughtless Siamese!

DENMARK.
A letter has been received from Mr. Oncken,

while on a visit to England, for the purpose of

obtaining testimonials in reference to the char-

acter and standing of the Baptist churches in

Denmark. Like testimonials were, some time

since, sent from this country. The object of

these is to show to the Danish authorities, that

those churches arereco gnized, and are regarded

as in good and regular standing, by the Baptist

denomination in the United Slates and in Eng-

land. This fact, it is thought, may have some

weight with the Government, in inducing a

fspiril of forbearance and toleration towards our

brethren.

The letter is dated Stockton on Tees (Eng ),

June 29, 1840.

My visit to this country has been so far

prosperous, thnt I have obtained the neces-

sary testimonials from the Baptist Union
for our persecuted brethren in Denmark.

These have been transmitted, and with

those iecei\ed from your Board, will, I

hope, prove of essential service to them.

I have also urged our brethren at Leeds,

who so kindly came over to our assistance

at Hamburg, about a year ago, to send a

deputation to Copenhagen for the relief of

our brethren there. I have promised our

English brethren also to write to your

Board, and beg of them to send a brother

minister from America. I am well aware

that I am asking for a favor, which will bo

attended with difficulties, sacrifices and ex-

pense, but the object for which it is claimed

is of so great importance that 1 hope these

will be cheerfully made, when I have

stated the present position of that mission.

Our dear brother, Peter Monster, is still in

prison; though his health,—owing to close

confinement,—begins somewhat to fail,not a

murmur escapes his lips. All his letters

bear evidence of his confidence in God, and

in the triumph of the cause for which he is

suffering. His brother, Adolph Monster,

succeeded him in the pastoral office, in the

beginning of May, when the church gave

him a unanimous call. On the 13th of

the same month he baptized thirteen per-

sons, and on the 19th he was arrested, un-

derwent an examination which lasted six

hours, and was then put in prison. A con-

siderable number of the members of the

church have also undergone a long exam-
ination. The church is, however, still

prospering. The members remain firm,

and both the dear sisters IMonster, now
separated from their husband, do honor by
their holy resignation, to the cause of Christ.

At Aalborg, br. F , the superinten-

dent of the church, has also undergone an

examination before the civil authorities, and
we may expect that he will also be depriv-

ed of his liberty. Notwithstanding these

persecutions, the number of converts is in-

creasing, not only in the three churches,

but also on Zeeland, where, according to a

letter from the schoolmaster, Erasmus So-
rensen, twelve persons wish to join our

communion. A deputation from your Board,

and another from the Baptist denomination

in England, to the court of Denmark, would,
under these circumstances, be highly de-

sirable, and would, we may hope, be at-

tended with important results. At Ham-
burg we enjoy both external and internal

peace; and the cause is still progressing.

After staying a few weeks with the church,

I intend to go to Memel, and, if possible,

to visit the Menonites along the Vistula.

If God blesses this intended tour, it may
lead to great and important consequences. -

Let us pray for much and expect much of

that heavenly influence, without which all

our efibrtg will prove fruitless. May the
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Lord Jesus still constrain us by his love to

work whilst it is called to-day, and to en-

dure for him and his elect's sake, every

trial to which in his providence we may be

called

!

WEST AFRICA.

Rev. W. G. Crci ker, of llie Madebli statiou,

recently arrived passenger in the Rudolph

Groning, from West Africa. He visits this

country on account of impaired health, expect-

ing to return to the field of his labor, so soon

as the im})roved state of his health and strength

will permit. He left the other missionaries

well, though much afflicted by the sudden and

unexpected death of Mr. and Mrs. Fielding.

The letters containing particulars of tlieir sick-

ness and death, and which were despatched

by the way of England, long before Mr. Crock-

er left, have not yet reached us.

Bonatfons,

From June 1 to July 1, 1841.

New Brunswick.

St. Johns, Thomas Petlingell, for
tracts in Burmah, per William
Nichols, 60,00

Slctttrs from Hastern iWfssfons,

Burmah.—D. L. Braijlon, June 8, 1840,
Aug. 10, Sept. 25.

J. j;.//ume//,Aprill, Aug.27,-Tan. 1, 1841.

L. Ingalls, July, j. March 27, & pt. 8, Sept.

"k. B. Hancock, May 12, 1841.

H. Howard, July, 1840.

A. Judson, July 10, Dec. 22, 23.

E. Kincaid, Mav 4—23. Aug 20.

E. L. Abbott, Dec . 10.

F. Muson,]. Jan. 5—Feb. 2, July 1, Sept. 3,

Oct. 10, Dec. 3.

S. M. Osgood, April 1, May 1, Aug. 28, Sept.

5, Oct. 13, Dec. 22 (2).

E. A. Stevens, July 18, Sept. 2, 7, Oct. 12,

Nov. 11, Dec. 19.

J. H. Vinton, Dec. 7, 31.

J. Wade. July 8. 12, Oct. 19.

Tavoy Mission, July, Sept. 26.
j

Arracan.— (J. S. Conistocic, j, April G—
!

Sept. 2, 13, Nov. 21. I

AsAM.

—

C. Barker, Oct. 4, j. May 17—Nov.
j

16.
1

M. fironsora, June 27. j. Apfil 16—June 22,

May 22, July 1, Aug. 25, Oct. 4—Nov. 6, Dec.
10. II.

0. T. Cutter, Oct. 8, March 11, 1841.

SlAM.

—

R. D. Davenport, July 19, Aug. 14,

Oct. 27, Dec. 8,and j., Jan. 15, 18,26. 1841.

W. Dean, May 24. July 12, 23, 27, Aug. 8,

Sept. 4, j. Sept. 4— Nov. 29, Dec. 30, j. Jan.

3—23. 1841. Feb. 22, March 4.

J. Goddard, July 8, Sept. 28, Jan. 20, 1841.

C. H. Sla/ier, July 11, 24, Aug. 13, Sept. 9,

j. Sept 18—Oct. 27, Nov. 21.

J. L. SImck, July 17, Aug. 3, 20, Sept. 22,

Jan. 1. (2) 4, 9, 22, 1841, Feb. 5, 17.

Teloogoos.— S. Van Husen, Nov. 7, 1840.

Africa.—A. A. Constantine, Dec. 10, April

12.1841.
1. Clarke, Dec. 10, 30, March 1, 1841.

W. G. Crocker, Dec. 10 (2) 1840.

J. Day, Dec. 12.

Franck.—£. Willard, Jan. 1—20, 1841.

Fei). 19, April 8—13, June 29.

Germany.—7. G. Oncken, Nov. 28, 1840,

Feb. 26, 1841, April 13, July. 17.

Maine.

Kennebec Aux. For. Miss. Soc,
H. A. Boardman treasurer, per
Mr. Cieaveland,

Thomasloii, Oliver Robbins
Easlport, Bap. church and soci-

ety, S. W heeler tr., monthly
concert, per A. Hayden,

Camden. 2d Bap. church, An-
drew Pendleton tr., per A. Co-
nant,

Lebanon and North Berwick Bap.
cliurch, and other friends of
missions, per Daniel Wood,

Calais Bap. ch., per Rev. Mr.
Verry,

(.\lso 2 gold rings and a pin)

New Hampshire.

New Ipswich Bap. church, from
female members and public

collection.

Monthly concert,

per Rev. I. M. Wilmarth,

Verrnont.

West Topsham, Ladies' Sewing
Circle, per Mrs. T. P. Duraul,

Windsor, a few friends, per Rev.
Elijah Hutchinson,

Grafton, Peter W. Dean, per F.

Bancroft,

Massachusetts,

Old Colony Baptist Missionary

Society, Levi Peirce tr., per

Rev. Ebenezer Briggs,

Holmes' Hole, Bap. ch., per Geo.

Dunham,
Amherst Bap. ch., men. concert,

per Rev. Joseph Hodges, Jr.,

Boston, Luther W. Nichols, for

support of a heathen child to

be called Susannah Nichols,

do., Miss S. \y. Butterfield, per

Rev. Dr. Sharp,

do., Baldwin Place Juv. Miss.

Soc, G. L. Norris tr., for

Burman schools,

do., do. do. church, mon. con-

cert, per L. Conant,

do.. United monthly concert at

Federal St. church,

do., 1st Free Bap. ch., a member

Foxboro', Mrs. John Allen, per

Rev. Mr. Allen,

Lexington Bap. ch.. Chas. Lock

tr,per Rev. CM. Bowers.

Sharon, Ladies, per Mrs. Olive

Favour,
, ,

Chickopee Falls, 2d Bap. church

from females 16.00

monthly concert 2o,00

50,00

1,00

44,00

17,00

55,00

11,00

178.00

18,00

2,00

20,00

1,50

12,00

2,00

100,00

12,C0

9,00

25,00

2,50

32,47

11,28

18.08

50,00

1,00

6,16

8.12

15.50

41,00
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Worcester, Juvenile members of

1st Bap. ch. and see, for sup-

port ot F. A. Willard, a Karen
youth, per Joseph Converse,

Rhode Island.

Newport, 2d Bap. church, for the

support of a native preacher in

Burniah, per Benj. 3Jarsh, Jr.

treasurer.

25.00

341,61

60,00

Connecticut.

Tolland, Bap. ch., mon. concert,

per Kcv. Air. Barrows, 15,50
Connecticut, Baptist Convention,

per Joseph B. Gilbert treasurer,

(also a golci watch) 2582,00
Statibrd, Jemima Hicks ,50

Monson, Eben'r Bennett 1 ,50

Kulh Bennett 1,50

Mrs. Chaplin .50

3,50

per Rev. C. Bennett, 4,00

2601,50

JS'eiD York.

Auburn, a friend, for Burman
mission, 1,00

Miss Hatch, do. do., ,25

per Rev. Mr. Johnston, 1,25

Mohawk River Association, Isaac

Smith tr.,

Norway Bap. church 22,25

do. Karen Soc, for sup.

of a Karen teacher, 8,80
Little Falls Bap. church 38,00
Newport Karen Society 7,00

Alva!) Brockett, for tracts

in Burmah, 2,00
Pleasant Valley Bap. ch. 26.00

Salisbury Bap. ch. 46,50
do. Mite Societv 34,09

'
80,59

184,64

New Hartford, Oneida Co. 7.71

Chiltewango, Madison Co. 16,00

Frankford, monthly' concert 8,34

New York city, iMrs. Fel-

lows, for the education of

a Karen teacher, to be
named Francis Wayland
Fellows. 25,00

Schuyler Bap. ch. 12,00

Marshall. Tilus Post 7,00

Wormlv's, Bap. ch. 4,00
]

Lenox,"j. Stilson 5,00

Veteran, Stephen Owen 3,00
Williamsville. a friend, per

Rev. E. Curtis, 10,00

West Winfielfl, E. Thayer,
\

fo: Karen mission, 10,00

per Rev. C. Bennett, 108,05 I

A friend to missions, per W. W.
Ketcham, 15,00

Virginia.

Kin^ and Queen Co., a few la-

dies for educating a Chinese
girl in Mrs. Shuck's school,

Mrs. Priscilla Pollard treasu-

rer, per Rev. J. S. Bacon,

South Carolina.

Bap. ch., per Wm.St. Helena
Tripp,

308,94

30,00

172.00

Georgia.

Sunbury Cent Society, per O.
Stevens tr.,

for Burman mission 42.50
" " tracts 7,50

Augusta Bap. For. Miss. Society,
Mrs. W. H. Turpin tr..

Baptist Convention of Georgia,
Absalom Janes treasurer,

50,00

114,49

for Burman mission,
" African-

'•'

general purposes.

47,00

8,50

436,31
491,81

Louisiana.

New Orleans, mon. concert, per
Rev. F. Clark,

Michigan.

South Jack.son, Daniel Peek

Florida.

Baptist Foreign Mission Society,
George Pendarvis treasurer,

per Rev. James McDonald,
Abraham Mott
Mrs. Isabella Mott
R. S. Molt
Margaret Mott
Matthew Mott
Susan Molt
Colored people
Zilpah Lang
John Jones
31ary Ann Geiger
Josiah Lewis
John Iligginbolham
Mary Ann Jones
Ehzabeth Jones
Samuel O. Bryan
Georgiana Bryan
Sarah Mu.'iden

Nathan (iardner
i'^iary Gardner
Catharine Gardner
Sarah Gardner
Vincent Tanner
W infield Tanner
Alex .McDonald
Daniel McDonald
Martha Green
James Stafford

M. S. Harris

N. J. Patterson
Abram Colson
Thomas Vickery
Mary Lee
Charity Tanner
Allen Guess
Ellen Higginbolham
William Crozier
Nancy Hagan
George Pendarvis
Mary A. Wells
Charles Merrick
Catherine Heriot
James Blitch

Martha Blitch

Selena Willis

Rev. James McDonald

30,00

1,50

1,00

,50

.50

,25

1,37

,25

2,00
,50

,50

1,00

1,00

1,C0

5,C0

;50

,25

,25

,25

.25

,25

,25

5,00

2,00

,13

1,00

,50

10.00

1,00

1,00

1,00

1,00

2,00

1,00

1,00

1,00

2,00
l,n0

2,00

2,00

1,00

,50

,50

3,50

94,00

,S*
4524,35

H. LiKCOLV, Treasurer.














